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Vaneese Johnson, The Boldness Coach™, to Speak in D.C. on Top
Issues Facing Small Business Owners at the Small Business
Leadership Summit
Vaneese Johnson selected to be a panelist at the Small Business Leadership
Summit in Washington D.C. is one of more than 150 small business leaders
from across the country invited to discuss the most pressing issues facing
small businesses; opportunity to talk with elected officials and members of
the Obama Administration about policies to bolster small business
Oakland, CA—Vaneese Johnson, certified Executive Coach, Brand Strategist
and award-winning Small Business Consultant, known as The Boldness
Coach™, advises business owners and high performing professionals on
branding, leadership development and business growth strategies, will speak
at the Small Business Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C. from May 811, 2016. The Summit, hosted by small business advocacy organization
Small Business Majority, draws more than 150 small business owners from
across the country and will provide a unique opportunity for Vaneese
Johnson and other small business leaders to interact with key policymakers,
senior members of the Obama Administration and issue experts to identify
ways to put small business owners at the center of public policy
conversations.
“Being chosen to speak at this year’s Summit allows me a unique
opportunity to discuss important issues facing small business owners and
other entrepreneurs today,” said Vaneese Johnson. Ms. Johnson will speak
on a panel focusing on the opportunities and challenges faced by freelancers
including growth strategies for freelancers, how to move the freelance
economy forward from a policy standpoint and how to finance a small
business. Her fellow panelists include Robert Friedman, Founder, Chair of the
Board and General Counsel for CFED, Maureen Conway, Vice President,
Executive Director of the Institute’s Economic Opportunities Program, Aspen
Institute, and Katie Vielestra, Vice President for Government Relations and
Public Affairs, National Association for the Self-Employed. “Voicing our needs
and concerns directly to policymakers and other experts is a critical step in
getting our nation’s leaders to listen to the small business community. I am
honored to speak at this year’s Summit and will proudly bring the Bay Area’s
small business concerns to the table to advocate on behalf of our
hardworking entrepreneurs and innovators.”
With its theme, “Recognizing the Power of the Small Business Economy,” the
Summit will feature panel discussions, keynote speeches, interactive

workshops and presentations by industry experts and successful
entrepreneurs. A private evening reception hosted by Google at its
Washington, D.C. headquarters will feature presentations of the “2016 Small
Business Awards” for leading entrepreneurs. The Summit concludes with a
half-day visit to the White House during which small business owners will
have an opportunity to engage directly with senior members of the Obama
Administration.
“This Summit will allow small business owners to engage directly with
policymakers in D.C. to discuss the importance of small business voices to
our economy and how we identify policies to help them thrive,” said Rhett
Buttle, President and Managing Director of Small Business Majority. “We’ll
hear from a diverse group of entrepreneurs about the issues that impact
their businesses, and work with policymakers to advance legislation that will
bolster small business and remove their barriers to success.”
The Summit will focus on topline issues of importance to small business,
including but not limited to:
•! Access to capital, including emerging technologies such as online
lending and crowdfunding, along with issues surrounding predatory
lending to ensure small businesses obtain the capital necessary to
grow and strengthen their firms in a responsible and sustainable
manner.
•! Tax policy to spur small business/economic growth while leveling the
playing field, promoting fairness and ensuring tax policies being
considered truly help small businesses, not large corporations or
special interests.
•! Critical workforce issues impacting small businesses today such as
healthcare, retirement savings, minimum wage and family medical
leave.
•! Small business’ critical role in big-picture economic matters such
as infrastructure and economic development.
•! Technology, cyber security and online privacy, and how small
businesses can adopt and learn about new solutions to old challenges.
•! Women’s entrepreneurship, including what factors hold women back
and what we can do to help women smash the entrepreneurship glass
ceiling.
For more information about the Summit, please visit:
www.sbmleadershipsummit.com
For media interviews with Small Business Majority please contact Cassie Mills
at (202) 289-0957 or cmills@smallbusinessmajority.org.

Vaneese Johnson, The Boldness Coach™, is a certified Executive Coach,
Brand Strategist and an award-winning Small Business Consultant.
Combining her extensive entrepreneurial experience with her proprietary
method of Branding Out Loud Daily (Bold), she guides and empowers
executives, high-performing professionals and small business owners to be
bold in their approach to amplify their brand presence, grow their business
and make a purposeful difference in the world. Using a radical process,
business model and growth strategies she helps savvy entrepreneurs
achieve next level success. To learn more about Vaneese Johnson, visit her
website at www.vaneesejohnson.com
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